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The  Southern  Question.    V 

i 

The  National  Union  Association. 


THE  POLICY  OF  CONVERSION  THE 

PROPER  METHOD  TO  BE  ADOPTED 

TO  BREAK  THE  "  SOLID  SOUTH." 

» 

» 


j  That  the  ''  Solid  South  "  threatens  the  peace  of  the  Nation,  all  intelli- 

*"  gent  observers  must  admit.  How  to  break  it  is  therefore  a  question  of 
vital  importance.  The  following  extract  from  a  very  able  editorial,  from 
the  pen  of  Rev.  E.  Q.  Fuller,  D.  D.,  editor  of  the  Methodist  Advocate, 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  presents,  it  is  believed,  the  proper  method  ;  and  it  is  sub- 
mitted for  careful  consideration. 

[From  the  Methodist  Advocate,   Jan.  12,  1881.] 

"  The  "solid  South  "  must  be  broken.  The  welfare  of  the  country, 
especially  this  portion  of  it,  requires  that  this  be  done  Sectionalism  has 
always  been  a  bane  to  the  Southern  States.  That  spirit  sustained  slavery, 
has  thus  far  prevented  immigration  to  the  South  and  education  among  the 
masses,  it  also  led  to  secession,  repudiation  of  state  and  personal  obliga- 
tions, and  has  kept  us  in  relative  poverty  when  we  might  have  arisen  to 
great  wealth,  and  maintained  a  position  of  commanding  influence  in  the 
Nation.  The  South  is  cast  down  and  forced  to  the  rear  by  the  folly  of  its 
sectional  leaders.  But  how  can  this  end  be  accomplished?  How  can  the 
"  solid  South  "  be  brought  into  normal  relations  to  itself  and  to  the  other 
portions  of  our  common  country  ?  Three  methods  have  been  suggested 
to  effect  this  result,  namely  : 

I.  Conciliation  of  enemies.  We  say  conciliation  of  enemies  because 
friends  did  not  need  to  be  conciliated.  What  has  been  done  by  the  gov- 
ernment to  conciliate  the  people  of  color,  the  native  union  element  or  re- 
publicans in  the  South?  These  were  conciliated  in  advance,  and  the  ef- 
fort to  bring  others  into  harmony  by  granting  favors,  to  buy  their  friend- 
ship with  office  or  other  reward,  has  proved,  as  might  have  been  expected. 
a  failure.  Enemies  have  not  been  conciliated  in  that  manner.  The  effort 
was  unphilosophical,  unjust,  abortive  and  damaging.  Conciliation  has 
not  conciliated.  The  solid  South  has  not  been  and  still  refuses  to  be  dis- 
solved by  that  means. 


2.  Subjugation.      Some   have  held  the  idea  that  the  only    successful 
method  of  treating  the  South  was  by  subjugation,  and  seem  ready  at   this 
time  to  advocate  measures  of  this  character.     They  look  upon  the  masses 
of  the  people  as  so  poisoned  with  states-rights  doctrines  and  animosity  to- 
wards the  government  and  the  North  generally,  that  there    is  no  hope  of 
their  becoming  friendly  to  the  other  sections  or  harmonizing   with    them, 
and  that  the  only  course  of  safety  tor  the  future    is  to  compel   obedience 
by  the  enforcement  of  rigorous  laws.     There  is  some  truth  in    this    posi- 
tion.    The  violent  must  be  restrained,  election  frauds  must  cease,  ballot- 
box  stuffers  must  be  punished,  and  the  law  faithfully  executed.     But  sub- 
jugation  can  not  go  beyond  this,  nor    should    such   a    thought   be    enter- 
tained.    The  measures  here  approved  however,  are  not  sufficient  to   meet 
the  case. 

3.  Conversion.     The  third  and  only  practicable  method  that  has  been 
attempted  to  solve  the  problem  is  the  conversion    of  the    masses   of  the 
people  to  national  ideas.     This   is   possible.      It    is   being  done  to   some 
extent,  but  not  so  rapidly   as  desirable.       There  are   various   means    by 
which  this  object  can  be  attained.        Ti.e    lirst   of  these  agencies    is   the 
press.     The  religious  papers  of  the  South  can  and  ought  to   bring   ;ibout 
this  end,  but  it  is  a  fact  sad  to  contemplate,    that    most    of   them    hinder 
rather  than  help  iu  this  direction.     Almost  the  only  religious  paper  in  the 
South  which  has  been  outspoken  and  persistent  on  these  lines  of  thought 
is  the  Methodist  Advocate,  and  strange  as   it   may   seem,  for    this   reason 
it  lias  met  with  opposition  from  our  friends  in  the   North,    and    that    also 
from  those  who  desire  to  promote  the  objects  which  we   seek   to    accom- 
plish, but  who.  from  misapprehension   jucl^e  ol   oui  surroundingstbyNtheir 
own,  of  our  duties  by  their  opportunities,   and   are    evidently    dissatisfied 
with  us  and  discouraged  by  our  (to  them)  seeming  failure,  because  we  do 
no*t  apparently  accomplish  as  much  here  as  they,  with  advantages  at   least 
a  hundred  fold  greater,  do  there.     There  are  scores  of  religious  papers  in 
the  South  whose  united  voice  is  and  has  been,  through  the  war  and  since, 
in  favor  of  a  solid  South.     The  most  direct,  efficient  and  economical   me- 
thod of  counteracting  their  baneful  influence  is  by  publishing  in  the  South 
other  papers   of  the  same  denominations  which  s'hall  openly  and  avowedly 
support  national  and  non-sectional  ideas.      Papers    in   the    North    cannot 
serve  this  purpose.     They  must  be  published   on   this   territory   to  reach 
those  they  are  designed  to  impress.     If  the  Presbyterians,   Congregation- 
alists  and  the  Baptists,  in  the  North  were  awake  to  their  own  interests  or 
the  demands  of  the  times,  they  would  each  have  at  ieast  one^trong  weekly 
paper  in  the  South. 

The  secular  press  should  be  used  to  a  much  greater  extent  in  this 
field.  It  is  desirable  that  papers  from  the  north  with  union  or  anti-secession 
principles  have  a  wider  circulation  in  the  south.  They  help  the  cause, 
though  they  can  not  do  all  nor  most  of  that  which  is'  expected  of  the 
newspaper  among  us.  Nothing  can  be  substituted  for  the  efforts  to  be 
made  upon  the  soil.  The  battle-ground  is  here,  and  here  many  ques- 
tions must  be  decided.  Unless  it  be  in  the  cities  of  Nashville  and  Mem- 
phis, Tennessee  is  fairly  supplied  with  papers  in  the  interests  of  national 
unity  and  prosperity  which  are  making  their  impress  upon  the  public 
mind.  East  Tennessee  is  well  provided  in  th's  particular,  and  the  effect 
upon  popular  sentiment  is  marked.  North  Carolina  has  several  staunch 
and  able  defenders  of  the  government  in  its  local  press.  lUit  .soutlu'of 
these  states  there  is  a  sad  lack  of  these  valuable  teachers  of  the  people. 
The  opposition  -press  is  strong  in  number  and  influence  and  the  amount 
of  prejudice,  falsehood  and  bitterness  of  spirit  with  which  these  papers 
abound  is  incredible  to  one  not  familiar  with  the  facts.  They  should 


\ 


I 


\ 


he  met  face  to  face  in  every  state  and  large  town  by  a  local  press  which 
would  sustain  the  government  in  that  which  is  right,  and  correct  the  false 
impressions  made  by  venal  sheets  published  in  the  interests  of  the  unwise 
and  unfortunate  policy  of  southern  sectionalism.  The  welfare  of  the 
country  demands  a  strong  press  in  the  south  friendly  to  the  government. 
Otherwise  the  enemies  of  the  administration  will  be  able  to  perpetuate 
confusion  and  strife  by  misrepresentation,  falsehood  and  abuse  of  the 
officers  of  the  law.  These  most  demoralizing  forces  might  be  and  ought 
to  be  counteracted  with  the  truth  circulated  through  similar  agencies. 

An  intelligent  political  canvass  in  which  questions  of  national  and 
state  polity,  political  economy  and  social  and  financial  improvement  would 
be  discussed  witli  candor  and  ability,  would  prove  beneficial.  Political 
discussion  in  a  popular  government  is  necessary  and  need  not  be  either 
dull  or  corrupting.  Personal  abuse  of  candidates  for  office  is  disgusting 
and  wrong,  and  perversion  of  facts  and  misrepresentation  are  to  be  de- 
precated, but  such  discussion  as  increases  general  intelligence  in  the 
affairs  of  the  government  is,  in  the  nature  of  things,  desirable.  The 
speech  of  Senator  Conkling,  in  New  York  city,  during  the  late  presiden- 
tial canvass,  was  of  great  value  to  the  American  people.  The  canvass 
had  in  many  of  the  northern  states  was  an  important  educator  of  the 
masses.  The  millions  know  more  of  national  matters,  have  better  and 
more  comprehensive  views  of  public  affairs,  because  of  the  speeches,  dis- 
cussions and  the  distribution  of  political  literature.  A  well  conducted 
political  canvass  pays.  The  recent  labors  of  Governor  Hawkins  and  of 
Hon.  Horace  Maynard,  in  Tennessee,  have  been  of  real  and  permanent 
value,  because  they  have  added  to  the  intelligence  of  the  people  on  politi- 
cal affairs.  The  whole  south  needs  a  shaking  up  with  a  free  and  honest, 
but  vigorous  and  sharp  political  canvass.  The  sooner  it  comes  the  better. 

Speeches,  circulars  and  that  class  of  literature  should  be  used  with 
vastly  greater  liberality.  Clubs  for  the  dissemination  of  general  intelli- 
gence could  be  formed  in  many  places  to  advantage.  All  of  these  and 
perhaps  other  agencies  might  be  called  into  use  to  enlighten  the  people 
and  awaken  thought.  Now  the  masses  are  perpetually  crammed  with 
misrepresentation  and  falsehood  by  the  Bourbon  press,  preachers  and 
politicians.  The  thousands  are  asking  for  light  and  desiring  to  know  the 
facts  in  regard  to  national  affairs,  and  that  information  would  lead  many 
to  become  law-abiding,  union-loving,  loyal  and  useful  citizens,  who  now 
affiliate  with  the  turbulent  class.  The  masses  of  the  south  can  be  con- 
verted to  national  ideas  by  the  u->e  of  the  instrumentalities  enumerated. 
This  is  the  practical,  most  easy  and  economical  method  of  breaking  up 
the  solid  south  and  of  unifying  our  people.  This  will  do  it.  To  dispel 
darkness,  introduce  light.  Then  comes  the  school-house  and  the  com- 
mon school  for  all  the  youth  of  the  land.  This  is  the  final  solution  of  the 
southern  problem,  the  last  ditch  of  the  southern  confederacy,  and  thus 
the  ultimate  result  of  the  war  in  defense  of  slavery  and  sectionalism  will 
be  reached." 


The  National  Union  Association, 


There  are  men  of  ability  and  high  standing  in  each  of  the  Southern 
States  who  are  thoroughly  American  in  their  ideas  and  feelings;  but  in 
most  of  the  States  they  have  been  overborne  by  the  Bourbon  aristocracy, 
who  prefer  feudal  civilization  to  American  ideas.  The  latter  control  most 
of  the  press,  the  most  influential  pulpits,  the  greater  part  of  the  wealth, 
most  of  the  schools,  and  society.  It  is  proposed  to  unite  the*  former  in 
each  State,  into  an  association,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  to  convert  the 
people  to  American  ideas,  as  so  ably  advocated  by  Rev.  Dr.  Fuller,  of  the 
Methodist  Advocate.  Such  an  association  has.  already  been  organized  in 
the  State  of  Georgia. 

As  the  friends  of  American  ideas  in  the  South  are  at  present  unable 
unaided  to  contend  successfully  against  the  Bourbon  aristocracy,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  organize  associations  at  the  North  to  aid  the  former  in  the  im- 
portant work  of  building  up  in  each  Southern  State  a  liberal  progressive 
party.  Well  known  citizens  of  Rhode  Island  have  already  organized  at 
Providence  "The  National  Union  Association,  No.  i,  of  Rhode  Island," 
and  steps  have  been  taken  to  organize  similar  associations  in  other  cities. 
It  is  proposed  to  assist  only  those  at  the  South  who  may  need  and  ask  for 
aid.  This  will,  therefore,  be  in  no  sense  an  interference  with  the  affairs 
of  the  Southern  people ;  but  the  support  of  friends  who  need  and  ask  for 
aid,  and  who  without  it  would  be  unable  to  maintain  the  unequal  contest 
against  the  enemies  of  progress  and  of  the  Nation. 

The  following  is  the 

CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  NATIONAL  UNIOX 
ASSOCIATION  NO.  1,  OF  RHODE  ISLAND. 

ARTICLE   I. 

NAME. 

This  organization  shall  be  known  as  the  National  Union  Association, 
No.  I,  of  Rhode  Island. 

ARTICLE  II. 

OBJECT. 

The  object  of  this  organization  shall  be   to  assist  in  building   up  at 
the  South  a  liberal  progressive  party,  that   will  strengthen   the    National 


feeling  and  the  love  of  the  Union  in  that  section  ;  that  will  favor  the  estab- 
lishment and  proper  maintenance  of  a  system  of  public  schools  for  the  free 
education  of  all  children ;  and  will  labor  for  the  protection  of  the  lives 
and  rights  of  all  citizens,  including  the  right  to  vote,  and  the  securing  of 
an  honest  count  of  the  ballots. 


ARTICLE    III. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Any  person  may  become  a  member  of  this  Association  who  shall 
subscribe  to  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  Association,  and  pay 
the  annual  dues,  as  required  by  the  By-Laws.  Any  person  failing  to  pay 
the  dues  for  two  months  after  the  time  fixed  for  making  the  payment' 
shall  cease  to  be  a  member. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

OFFICERS. 

The  officers  of  this  Association  shall  be  a  President,  two  Vice  Presi- 
dents, a  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  Chaplain  :  all  of  whom  shall  be  chosen 
in  the  month  of  November  of  each  year;  and  each  officer  shall  hold  his 
position  until  his  successor  shall  be  chosen.  A  majority  of  all  members 
present  shall  be  required  to  elect  officers.  All  elections  shall  be  by  bal- 
lot, unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Association. 


ARTICLE  V. 

DUTIES  OF   OFFICERS.    * 

PRESIDENT  :  The  President  shall  perform  all  such  duties  as  pertain 
to  the  office,  and  appoint  all  committees  not  otherwise  provided  for  in  the 
By- Laws.  In  his  absence,  the  duties  shall  devolve  upon  the  Vice  Presi. 
dents. 

SECRETARY  :  The  Secretary  shall  keep  a  true  record  of  all  proceed- 
ings of  the  Association,  and  an  accurate  roll  of  its  members.  The  min- 
utes of  each  meeting  shall  contain  a  record  of  the  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments of  the  Treasurer. 

TREASURER  :  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  and  disburse  all  moneys 
of  the  Association,  and  furnish  the  Secretary  at  each  meeting  with  the 
necessary  information  for  his  minutes.  He  shall  make  a  report  at  the 
first  meeting  in  the  months  of  November  and  July:  which  report  shall 
contain  a  full  statement  of  the  financial  transactions  and  condition  of  the 
Association,  and  also  the  names  of  all  members  of  the  Association  in 
arrears. 

»-  *  -       * 

CHAPLAIN  :  The  Chaplain,  when  called  upon  by  the  President,  shall 
open  all  meetings  of  the  Association  with  prayer. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

QUORUM. 

Nine  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness, but  a  less  number  may  adjourn  from  time  to  time. 


BY- LAWS. 

ARTICLE  I. 

MEETINGS. 

Meetings  shall  be  held  as  often  as  may  be  considered  necessary  by 
the  Association,  Executive  Committee,  or  President. 

ARTICLE   II. 

DUES. 

The  annual  dues  shall  be  five  dollars,  to  be  paid  upon  joining  the 
Association,  and  annually  thereafter,  in  the  month  of  November.  The 
financial  year  shall  commence  on  the  %st  of  November. 

• 

ARTICLE    III. 

COMMITTEES. 

The  standing  Committees  of  the  Association  shall  consist  of  an  Ex- 
ecutive, a  Financial,  and  a  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Union. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE:     The  Executive  Committee  shall  consist 
of  the  President,  Vice   Presidents,  Secretary,  Treasurer,   five  members, 
and  one  other  member  for  each  city  or  town  represented   in  the  Associa- 
tion, to  be  appointed  by  the    President :    which    Committee   shall    have 
charge  of  executive  business. 

Five  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE  :  The  Finance  Committee  shall  consist  of  the 
President,  Vice  Presidents,  and  four  other  members  to  be  appointed  by 
the  President;  which  committee  shall  have  charge  of  the  financial  busi- 
ness of  the  Association.  They  shall  audit  all  bills  before  the  same  are 
paid,  and  likewise  the  annual  and  semi-annual  reports  of  the  Treasurer. 
No  money  shall  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer,  except  by  vote  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  and  upon  an  order  signed  by  the  Chairman  of  the  said 
Committee. 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  STATE  OF  THE  UNION  :  The  Committee  on 
the  State  of  the  Union  shall  consist  of  five  members  to  be  appointed  by 
the  President.  They  shall  from  time  to  time  report,  for  the  considera- 


tion  oi  the  Association,  all  matters  of  interest  pertaining  to  the   work  of 

the  Association. 


The  foregoing  Constitution  and  By-Laws  were  adopted  at  a  meeting 
held  at  the  ball  of  the  Franklin  Lyceum,  Providence,  R.  I.,  Nov.  17,  1880. 

DEXTER  B.  POTTER,  CHAIRMAN. 
D.  RUSSELL  BROWN,  SECRETARY. 


It  is  proposed  to  unite  the  local  associations  and  form  a  national  or- 
•janixation. 


